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LITTLE BY LITTLE AND BIT BY BIT -

The broad floodplain of the Great Miami river emerged as
the last ice-age glacier retreated from the area. Since that
time wildlife has relied on its presence for existence and for
a time flourished on its bounty. But, bit by bit, as man began
to dominate his environment, the habitat began to shrink.

Forests were cleared, rivers dammed, wetlands drained and filled,
the Indian displaced from home and land. It was successfully
argued these were not acts of dominion or destruction, but only

progressions for the good of man and to the benefit of his well-
being.

Then, great migrating flocks of birds darkened the skies as
their seasonal instinct moved them north or south. Uncounted
numbers of ducks, geese, cranes, herons, and shorebirds used the
wetlands and mud-flats, feeding and resting in shallow waters
that also provided them protection from predation. The buffalo,
wolf and bear that hunted the fertile valleys were forced to move
on as, little by little, their habitat slowly disappeared.

Today, with no remaining predators to threaten their existence,

herds of white-tail deer explode onto our highways and into our
backyard gardens.

Today, the birds still come, but not in overwhelming numbers.
Critical habitat is gone and few stay to use the area for nesting
and breeding. Of the thousands of once-pristine acres, all that
remain is a five-square mile narrow strip of floodplain between
U.S. 50 and Shawnee Lookout Park from Elizabethtown, Ohioc to
Hardintown, Indiana. Most of these 2,500 acres are now cropland,
farmed between seasonal floods for corn and soybeans. And, progress

still continues, its success now measured in cubic yards of poured
concrete.

Developers, looking at the floodplain, see only "wasted space".
Construction of small business is encouraged at a site designated
a "special flood hazard area" by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). Little by little, development proceeds at elevations
far short of the Indiana Department of Natural Resources Division
of Water's 100~year flood level recommendation for such projects.
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